high honor of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him,] are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of the kings of Media and 
Persia?’” (Est. 10:2). 


1:3: Samuel bar Nahman in the name of R. Jonathan: “Eighty five 
elders, and among them some thirty-odd prophets, were troubled about 
this matter. They said, ‘It is written, “These are the commandments 
which the Lord commanded Moses for the people of Israel on Mount 
Sinai” (Lev. 27:34). These then are the commandments which we 
have received from the mouth of Moses. And thus did Moses say to us, 
‘No other prophet is going to make anything new for you. Now here 
are Mordecai and Esther, who want to make something new for us.’ 
They did not move from that place, debating the matter, until the Holy 
One, blessed be he, enlightened their eyes, so they found support for 
the proposition written in the Torah, Prophets, and Writings.” 


1:4: R. Yohanan and R. Simeon b. Laqish: R. Yohanan said, “The 
prophets and the writings are destined to be annulled, but the Five 
Books of the Torah are not destined to be annulled.” What is the 
scriptural basis for this view? “with a loud voice, and he added no 
more” (Deut. 5:22). R. Simeon b. Lagqish said, “Also the Scroll of 
Esther and the laws are not destined to be annulled.” 


1:5: R. Levi in the name of R. Simeon b. Lagish: “The Holy One, 
blessed be he, foresaw that the evil Haman was destined to weigh out 
his money against Israel. He said, ‘It is better that the money of my 
children should come before the money of that evil man.’ Therefore 
they push matters up and read the biblical pericope about collecting the 
shegels [prior to the celebration of Purim].” 


1:6: [With reference to Est. 9:27, “In each and every year.” ] R. Abbahu 
in the name of R. Eleazar: “The reference to ‘each and every year’ 
serves to draw an analogy from a year which is intercalated to one 
which is not intercalated, with the result that we come to the following 
conclusion: Just as in a year which is not intercalated Adar [in which 
Purim is celebrated] is next to Nisan, so in a year which is intercalated 
Adar [in which Purim is celebrated] is next to Nisan.” Said R. Helbo, 
“Tt is so as to link up one redemption [the one of Purim] with another 
redemption [the one of the Exodus from Egypt].” 


I:7: Is the first of the two Adars the additional month, or is the second 
of the two Adars the additional month? What is the practical difference 
between these two positions? R. Samuel bar R. Isaac said, “The two 
rams for Pentecost will be at issue. [They must be within their first 


